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yad ihaasti tad anyatra yan nehaasti na tat kvachit

Whatever is found here [in Mahabharata] is there
everywhere in the world. That which is not here, is
not to be found anywhere in the world

--Swargarohana Parva, Mahabharata




HSS Annual Camp 2008

- Nitesh Sacheti

This time, our annual camp was held at the Po Leung Kuk
site in Yuen Long, located in the New Territories. It was
about an hours’ drive from Kowloon downtown (Tsim Sha
Tsui) and we got to see a lot of the hard-to-find rural part
of Hong Kong while we were on the bus. It showed the
diversity of Hong Kong in terms of its topography, despite
having such a small landmass. Now, let me tell you
something about the camp and its purpose.

This was the 25" annual Shakha camp and as always,
was organized to every detail, over a good period of time.
Shikshaks put in a lot of their personal time, brainstorming
about the schedule, about the topics that should be
taught, and who would be in charge of what. This may
not seem like a lot, but this preparation is done since many
weeks before the camp actually begins. It truly is an effort
on their part and the very ingredient that makes each and
every camp a success.

The camp geet chosen this time was “Dhyeya Marg Par
Chale Veer To"”, a highly motivational and inspiring song.

Once again we were fortunate to have with us Shri
Lakshmananiji, a full-time pracharak (worker) to guide us in
every aspect of running camps and shakhas. Shri
Lakshmananji is an expert in yoga and physical training.
All the kids took a liking to him since he really has an
ability to connect with them.

The discussion topics were Hindu way of living in a
modern world and Frequently asked questions on Hinduism
by others in which 9 questions were posed to the students

SANDESH BHARATI




based on our culture and religion. The debate topic was
‘Slavery of technology’. Personally, | always regard the
debate / discussion sessions as the most exciting part of
the camp. It is always good to see kids as young as 5-8
years of age participating and trying to help their
respective teams. It shows their abilities and skills to
reflect on a problem logically and orderly. These are the
more important points of having such an activity and the
winning or losing does not matter as in the end we are all
able to get something very beneficial out of it.

Every morning, the kids would wake up at 5:30 am and be
present on the ground sharply at 6 am. They would do
morning prarthana, vyogic exercises, samtha and our
national song, Vande Mataram. These were followed by
team games and activities. Then breakfast and clean-up
time for everyone would follow. After this we would have
classes, games, lunch and so on. It was all very well
planned and there was not a minute where the kids were
left to sit by themselves, with nothing to do.

The subject taught this year to the children was
“RAMAYANA IS HISTORY, NOT MYTHOLOGY”, where
the children learnt, with all the evidences and proofs, why
Ramayana or any other Hindu scripture is never to be
regarded as fiction; it is always to be considered as
historical works, events that actually took place. It was a
very interesting subject and the kids listened with great
attention.

After a very close contest between the two teams Nal and
Neel, Neel was victorious. Nal and Neel, which were the
names of the 2 architects that helped in building the Ram
Setu, which exists till date, is also a living proof of the
Ramayan being a historical work, not mythology. The two
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teams were given points for discipline, geet test, team
games, discussion and debate. These help to nurture these
young minds, as it is important for one to be an “all-
rounder”. The great Swami Vivekananda once said, ‘A
healthy body supports a healthy mind” and so we try our
best in camps to give a fair share of everything to the
kids.

Since this camp co-incided with the HOLI festival, this
camp will also be remembered as the “camp of colors” as
we got the opportunity to celebrate HOLI in the same way
that it is celebrated in Bharat, showering each others with
colors. For many children, this was their first experience of
celebrating HOLI in the traditional way.

Camp Shikshaks — Shri Dipak Kumar, Shri Nirmal
Laungani, Shri Suni Gupta and Dr. Manoj Kumar
Motwani




In the prize presentation, we had a few surprises. The
ideal Swayamsevak award was given to Akshay Khatod,
who has attended many shakha camps and has developed
good leadership skills. The best sportsman award was
given to Karthik Ashokan and it was only his first time
attending a shaka camp. He was brilliant in many games
and played with very good spirit, something that we
always try to nurture. The final award of the upcoming
Swayamsevak was given to Akash Shrinivasan and it was
also his first time in camp. His participation was
immaculate and he was very well disciplined. It is always
hard to choose the recipients of these awards since we
get such a high level of intensity and team spirit.

Overall, this camp proved a great success, and on the next
pages you will get to read what the children had to say
about the camp in their words.

What some of the kids who attended this camp
had to say in their own words....

“I have been coming to the camp since 5 years and each year has
been fantastic!!! I have enjoyed coming to each of the camps, and
would really like to attend all the camps in the coming years. This
camp was particularly great, the facilities, the camp site.The teams
were very fair, but there were lesser people as compared to the
previous ones. I would suggest that for the next time, we have a
camp for at least 4 full days, as 3 days is not sufficient. But still
overall, I loved this camp

JAINAM MEHTA (12 years)

“ T have been coming to the camps since 2003 — [ can’ t
find one complaint with this camp or the previous ones,
because all my experiences have been great. This camp, it
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was perfect — but it would have been greater if the camp
was for longer duration. I eagerly wait for next year s
camp

AKSHAY KHATOD (11 years)

“I loved playing so many new games, and also football and
basketball. But, I also remembered my mother at night, as this is my
first time away from the house. I love this camp, and is very nice

and beautiful, and I will always come for future camps
CHAITANYA PATEL (6 years)

“This is the first Shakha camp that | attended; | think this camp
was very inspiring; | did and learnt a lot of things that | would
normally not have been able to. | also learnt a lot how to
discipline myself and at the same time to also enjoy and have
fun. | also came to understand and be more clear about my
country’s heritage and my religion. | am happy that | spent my
long Easter holidays by coming to this camp.

K.S.ABHISHEK (13 years)

“l learnt about Shakha and HSS just in this camp, as it
was my first time coming to Shakha, coming to the camp.
I learnt many Hindu activities such as lathi, kabbadi, etc. |
also learnt some amazing facts about Hinduism, which |
never knew earlier — such as Hinduism is the most
scientific religion in the world, and also that our ancient
Hindu heroes and warriors were very brave, but were
never cruel. Also, we got to know why Hinduism is the
most practical religion for the modern world and for all
times and ages. We had great fun and interesting debates,
and lots of questions / answers and quiz contests.
PRASHANT RAVI (13 years)

“The camp was great, with lots of facilites, but I didn’t like the food
this time as much | had enjoyed in the previous ones. | am very
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happy that | made it to the captain of Neel team — | learnt lots of
new stuff, some new games, and about our Hindu culture.
GAURAYV JEANDANI (11 years)

“I have learnt about Ramayana, Mahabharat, Shivaji and other
great persons by attending the various camps. I learnt Samata,
lathi and so many Indian games just by coming to Shakha for
more than 5 years. Before coming to the camps, I never knew
what lathi was, but only after coming did I realize that it was for
self-defense and also building our muscles. I really appreciate
the work put in by our shikshaks, and the elder boys. I wish I
could do the same when I grow up. I have only one complaint -
before you know it, the camps are over. I would love that the
camps are for longer time

KARAN SHAH (11 years)

HSS Camp 2008 participants
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AFTER THE RECENT BOMB BLASTS IN JAIPUR,
RSS WAS THE FIRST TO REACH THE SITE

RSS, the first to reach succour

From Shankar Agrawal in Jaipur

The last bomb blast was reported at about 7.35 pm and
the Sangh swayamsevaks reached Swai Mansingh
Hospital at 8.00 pm in good number. The dead bodies of
the victims and the injured persons had started reaching
there by then. The aggrieved relatives of the victims also
reached the hospital in a large number. Soon after
reaching there, the swayamsevaks took over the
responsibility of looking after the injured persons in
Emergency Ward and also consoling their relatives.

There was no one with several injured persons. The
swayamsevaks looked after them and also assured that they
need not worry, everything would be all right. They looked
after such victims in different wards also as some victims had
been shifted there after providing necessary treatment.

In the hospital blood was splattered all over. The
swayamsevaks were seen cleaning the blood and rendering
help to the injured and the family members of those died in
the blasts. When the administration made an appeal on
Doordarshan to donate blood, a large number of
swayamsevaks gathered at the hospital to donate blood. The
number of swayamsevaks was so hig that the hospital
authorities had to say that no more blood was required.
Thereafter, the swayamsevaks submitted a list to the
authorities, which contained the blood groups of the




swayamsevaks and their mobile numbers in case there is a
need for blood.

Since the blood donors needed to eat something after
donating blood and there was no immediate arrangement for
it in the hospital at that moment, the swayamsevaks made
arrangements of milk, biscuits and juice for the blood donors.

The toughest task was in the mortuary. The swayamsevaks
helped in identifying the dead bodies, conducting postmortem,
handling the relatives of the victims and also handing over the
dead bodies to their relatives.

A large number of swayamsevaks were also available at
different crematoriums of the city to extend every possible
help in cremation. A new group of swayamsevaks replaced
those who had reached the hospitals and crematoriums at
night, at 5 am the next day, i.e. May 14.

When MoS of Home Shri Prakash Jaiswal reached the SMS
Hospital he saw a huge gathering of swayamsevaks
rendering a yeoman’s service, which caused him to feel
unhappy. When asked by mediapersons as to why the Centre
repealed POTA, he got infuriated and instead of answering
the question, he said that the RSS swayamsevaks should be
sent out of the hospital.

(With input from VSK, Jaipur)




Pravasi Bharatiya

Vedic Conference in Mexico - Hindu ideal
of life in global context

The 2nd International Symposium on the Social
Sciences, Globalisation and the Cultures of Resistance
was held in Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico on April 24-26,
2008.

Shri Ram Madhav i, a National Executive member of
the RSS was the keynote speaker. In an appropriately
relevant speech entitled Hindu Spiritualism vs. Global
Materialism, Shri Ram Madhav highlighted the fact that
Hindu civilisation is not solely based on spiritual
pursuits. Rather Hinduism recognises the pursuit of
happiness as an integral part of life. It therefore
prescribes methods for the pursuit of pleasure in a
righteous manner.

In his well attended and well received speech he
highlighted the Hindu ideal of living for the benefit of
others. Just as a mother would gladly feed her children
at the expense of her own nourishment the Hindu ideal
finds pleasure and happiness by helping others. He told
the story of a great Vedic sage who upon seeing the
theft of his roti (bread) by a dog, chased it. He did not
chase the dog in order to get back the food. Rather he
pursued the dog in order to give it some ghee to add to
his stolen meal. In other words the Sage’s happiness
was based on the satisfaction of the dog. This is the




Hindu way and this is the ideal that must be
implemented by humanity at large if we are ever to
overcome our current states of crisis.

Shri Madhav once again issued a call for unity amongst
the peoples of Mexico and India. He also highlighted the
fact that these Hindu ideals do not represent a great
leap for the people of Mexico. Nor are such ideals an
artificial imposition for the cultures of Mexico.

Many students and faculties from the leading
universities of Saltillo were in attendance. These were
the Communication Sciences of U A de Cassited, the
Normal Superior of Coahuila (Professors Training
Institute and University), the Faculty of Economic
Studies, Social Workers & Professionals, the Education,
Sciences and Humanities Faculty from U.A.C, the
Institute of Graduate Studies for Teachers of Coahuila
and the Coahuila Institute for Women.

Another very interesting talk was given by Lic. Marco
Antonio Almager U A de C., a leading criminologist of
Saltillo, Mexico. His paper was entitled Criminology,
Jurisprudence in the Cause of Peace and Social
Justice. In his presentation he noted that a great global
struggle was taking place in which the needs of Local
and National law are often at odds with International
Law. He highlighted the fact that many International
treaties have been made in the past banning many
dangerous weapons. However as soon as certain
powerful nations feel inconvenienced by these
restrictions they pass new amendments to the treaties




that allow them to develop the very weapons they
agreed not to produce.

Dr Howard Resnick B.A. Philosophy of Religion UCLA.
PhD in Sanskrit and Indology Harvard presented a
paper entitled The Abortion Debate in which it is said,
“With the purpose of broadening the horizon in the
search for tools that allow us to define the right to life,
we must explore the Vedanta philosophy of India.” Dr
Resnick pointed out that once humanity recognises the
value of all life and gets over its obsession with the
hedonistic pursuit of sexual pleasure it will be much
easier to overcome the bioethical dilemma that is
abortion.

Vrndavan Parker of the Vedic Friends Association and
Vedic Empire Productions spoke on the true meaning of
the word Aryan. In a presentation entitled Arya, Anarya
and Aryan, Parker pointed out that since India’s Vedic
Scriptures are the source of the word Arya it behoves
the serious researcher to look to the source when
deciphering its meaning. Forgotten by many scholars is
the fact that India has always been a knowledge based
culture. In other words the search for truths, both
mundane and transcendental, has always been at the
heart of Indian civilisation. Great debates were held in
the manner that the Europeans held jousting
tournaments. Rather than blood sports the ancient
Indians put a premium on information and fact
verification.

In a talk Evidences Regarding the Ancient Connections

SANDESH BHARATI




between India and the Pre-Columbian Americas, local
Yoga instructor and English Professor Raul Martinez
referred to an episode from the Krittivasa version of the
Ramayana in which King Mahiravana is mentioned.
According to some, Lord Ram came to the Amazon,
Brazil from the Island Sri Lanka by use of a tunnel. At
that time Brazil was part of the kingdom of Ravana and
Mahiravana was his representative. More research into
this possible connection may reveal the connections
between India and the Americas.

Professor Horacio Francisco Arganis Juarez. Lic. por la
U A de C of the Bhaktivedanta Institute for the Sciences
and Humanities gave a presentation on the Proposals
for Dialogue between Various Religions and Hinduism.

William Henricks, B.A. in nuclear Physics and the
Sciences of the Communication from Purdue
University, Texas spoke on Conversion and Inter-faith
Dialogue. He pointed out that a tolerant society must
include diverse views. While remaining confident of our
own views and beliefs we must not deny the belief
systems of others. He concluded that tolerance is
natural when one understands that the world, with all
its uniqueness and diversity, is indeed perfect. As Srila
AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada said; “The only
thing which is incomplete in this world is the
incomplete concept of the complete one or God.” Once
we have that vision and recognise that perfect religion
comes from the same perfect source, we can live in a
world of peace and tranquility.
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The conference was inaugurated with cultural
performances representing the dance of both Mexico
and India. Rueben of Bharatnatyam de Mexico, Krishna
Chaitanya Bengali Bhajan Band of Laredo, Texas and
various local musicians and dancers added much
colour and pageantry to the event. The daily
symposium sessions began with Vedic invocations and
mantras and ended each day with Mexican traditional
song and dance. The international convention drew
attendance from India, Spain, USA and regions
throughout Latin America and included many
representatives from the Coahuila State and Saltillo
City Cultural and Education Departments, local
scholars, journalists, artists and students. The
symposium was held on the grounds of State Central
Public Library ‘Biblioteca Publica Central Estatal
Ildefonso Villarello Velez’.

Official diplomas of recognition from the Government of
the People of Coahuila, Mexico were presented to the
speakers. Signed by Lic. Armando Sanchez Quintanilla,
Coahuila State Coordinator General of Libraries,
Publications and Literature, Lic Norma Zapata de la
Garza, Director of the Coahuila State Central Public
Library and RSS National Executive, Ram Madhav
Varanasi, recognition was given to the speakers for

their contributions towards a better understanding
amongst the people of India, Mexico and the world at
large.




A school dedicated to teaching Vedas

- Sanjeev Kumar Verma, TNN

MOTIHARI (EAST CHAMPARAN): Words like Vedic rituals
and Vedic age figure every now and then in the
discussions of educated ones. But one would hardly find
persons who have gone through the Vedic texts. There
are, however, people who are busy spreading the
teachings of Veda. Sushil Pandey of Bihar's East
Champaran district is one such person who is running a
school dedicated to teaching the Vedas.

Named " Arshvidya Shikshan Prasikhshan Sewa Sansthan’,
the school at present imparts education in three Vedas -
Rig Veda, Yajur Veda and Sama Veda. It is the only
educational institution of its kind in Bihar as other such
institutions located in Darbhanga, Lakhisarai and Bhagalpur
districts impart education in just one Veda.

The efforts of Pandey, who is post-graduate in Sanskrit
from the prestigious Benaras Hindu University (BHU), is
paying rich dividends as this unique school at present has
around 100 students on its rolls.

Adhering to the true Vedic rituals, the school follows the
regimen as was followed in ancient Indian society and
students enrolled here are moulded in that very way.

"It is like preparing their bodies and mind for following the
Veda teachings in true sense," Pandey said. He said apart
from following the Vedic rituals, the students are also
asked to practice yoga on a regular basis so that their
bodies and minds remain in good shape.

Then, the young ones, studying here, are also supposed to
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follow the dress code prevalent in the ancient Indian
society and all of them wear Dhoti & Kurta.

The efforts of Pandey appear to have helped in inculcating
the true Indian values in these students as evident from
the assertions of many of them. "Initially | had some
problems, but in a month's time | got accustomed to the
discipline of this school," said Yuvraj Tiwari, a school
student, who is pursuing a course in Rig Veda.

And if this student is enjoying a totally different kind of
regimen, his grandfather Rajgriha Dubey is more than
happy with the progress made by his grandson in a short
span of time. "This school has delivered more than my
expectations,” he said.

Encouraged by the response of the parents, Pandey has
decided to introduce the courses in Atharva Veda as well
from the coming academic session.

And the school principal has not limited his role to spread
the Vedic culture among this school students only, rather
to popularise these age-old values among students of
other local schools, he has started free coaching classes in
Sanskrit for such students.

"Those coming here for Sanskrit classes would certainly
learn something about the values which we impart and it
would, in turn, serve our purpose of spreading a good
thing in the society," Pandey said.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Cities/A_school_dedicated to_teaching_Vedas/arti
cleshow/3061412.cms
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A pilgrim’s Travelogue

World’s highest Shiva temple at
Tungnath

By Ratnadeep Banerji

For an exhilarating experience of the Himalayas and to feel
the veneration of the panch kedars, a sojourn to Tunganath
turns out an elevating affair to cherish lifetime. And then a
short jaunt up leads you to Chandrashila Peak (4130m)—a
rare vantage point to capture a panoramic vista of the
entire Himalayan range spanning 180 degrees. If you start
from Haridwar or Rishikesh around 3 or 4 AM, you can
reach the summit the same day within 11-12 hrs provided
your itinerary is well-planned. Almost the entire route is
motorable except the last stretch of 3.5 km for the temple
and another 2.5 km to bestraddle Chandrashila peak. On
account of close proximity to Delhi, this place is a much
sought after getaway by Delhiites.

The state of Uttarakhand is a hallowed tract of reverence.
Tungnath temple is perched precariously upon a massif
bluff at a daunting 3,660m considered the highest Shiva
sanctum in the entire world. It is one of the panch kedars,
the others being Kedarnath, Kalpeshwar,
Madhyamaheshwar, and Rudranath notwithstanding the
irony that it has the easiest accessibility of all the others.

Tungnath temple becomes visible after crossing Ravanshila

Various folklores have burgeoned over the ages on the




existence of the temple. Padma Purana ascribes panch
kedars to have received parts of Shiva’s body when it
surfaced on the earth from wunderground. Tungnath
received the bahu or hand of Shiva’s buffalo incarnation.
Others maintain the temple to be swayambhu Linga that is,
its inception happened on its own as a self-discretion of the
lord. The garbha griha of the temple has many pictures of
Adi Shankaracharya. So, many people attribute Adi
Shankaracharya to have founded the temple. But it is
conjectured that he found this sui generis site with the
swayambhu linga already there and laid the foundation of
a primitive temple just as in the case of Kedarnath. The
present temple stands at 50 feet something high and is
made up of stolid granite slabs. The stark austere outlook
stands in consonance with Lord Shiva’s asceticism of
abstemiousness and self-abnegation. The architecture of
the temple has a close resemblance with the ancient Shiva
temples of Bageshwar and Jageshwar. As customary, the
entrance to the temple is guarded by Nandi, Shiva’s bull.
The garbha griha, sanctum sanctorum has numerous
images of Adi Shankaracharya and the Pandavas. Also,
there are ashtadhatu images of Kal Bhairav and Ved Vyasa.
Inside the premises are two smaller temples dedicated to
Parvati and Vyas. The swayambhu Shiva lingam is a
unique one. It’s left-tilting lingam imputed to be Shiva’s
arm sits bang in the middle of the one-foot lingam.

Reaching Tungnath
Tunganath falls in the newly carved district of
Rudraprayag from earlier Chamoli in the state of
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Uttarakhand. Final motorable destination is Chopta. It lies
at the crest of the road between Ukhimath and
Mandal/Gopeshwar town. Beyond Rishikesh, be ready to
anticipate a rigorous switchback hike. From Delhi to
Rudrapryag takes around 12 hrs and from Haridwar to
Rudraprayag is approx 164 km consuming 8 hrs.
Thereafter from Rudraprayag to Okhimath, a distance of 45
km takes around 1.5-2 hrs. It takes another 30 km and 1-1.5
hrs to reach Chopta (3,000 m) via Dugalbitta (2,560m).
There is yet another route. From Rudraprayag one can
proceed to Gopeshwar (212 km from Rishikesh)/Mandal
town via Karnaprayag that takes around 3 hrs, the distance
being 74 km. From here a road goes to Chopta. In fact
Rudrapryag-chopta-Gopeshwar is a detour for heading to
Badrinath. But many people prefer this longer route on
account of the surrounding enchanting wilderliness of the
leering Rudraprayag forests. The last stretch of 3.5 km for
the temple has to be trekked on foot from Chopta. This
mountain is also called Chandranath Parvat. Horses and
dandies are also available. One kilometer ahead of
Tungnath temple comes Ravanshila, a massif bluff that
holds away the temple’s view while coming up. Ravan is
said to have meditated here and underwent deep penance.

During winter there’s no human living beyond Dugalbitta
where you hardly encounter 3 or 4 people. During winter
the entire hamlet of Chopta remains closed — from the next
day of Deepavali till April last week when the kapat of the
Tungnath opens. In the meanwhile all pujas are conducted
at Mukumath, down in the valley.




The Unkimath Gopeshwar road flanked by forests remains
under snow during winter months

Things to look out en route

Beyond Rishikesh you get to see the turbulent and
cascading Ganges and its pristine beaches. Deoprayag, 70
km from Rishikesh is of immense religious significance. It
is the confluence of Bhagirathi starting from Gaumukh and
Alaknanda starting from Satopanth come together to form
the sacred Ganges. Another 35 km and you reach Srinagar
an ancient town now throbbing with urban ways and
sophistication. Another 34 km takes you to Rudraprayag
(140 km, north-east of Rishikesh) at the confluence of
Mandakini from Kedarnath and Alaknanda from
Badrinath. The ancient temple of Rudranathji and
Chamunda Devi are situated here overlooking the
confluence. The great irksome Narad Muni is said to have
meditated here at Shri Rudranathji. The route falling under
the entire stretch lying between Rudraprayag and Kund
tortuously follows through the idyllic Mandakini gorge
with its gurgling serpentine river casting a captivating
effect. Remember all along your wayside you have GMVN
(Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nigam) and FRH (Forest Rest
House) to halt in the riparian glens where you can rip
through nature and relish inside out. The next place of

importance is = Agahstyamuni, where the sage
Agahstyamuni is said to have meditated. A temple marks
the place. Then comes Kund where the road bifurcates —




one going to Kedarnath and the other leading to
Ukhimath.

Accommodation

At all places you find accommodation contraption from a
dossing house to a guest house unless you detour from
motorable path to some trekking trail. Several shacks have
underbelly rooms alongside the motorable routes. GMVN
and FRH guesthouses are dotted along tourist routes.

A few tips for novice trekkers

Wild animals are plenty, wild pigs and the notorious
Himalayan bears posing a menace. So its advised not to
venture alone on trekking trails. Please bear in mind the
entire area comes under forest one- protected area for
wildlife, so any discriminatory action would warrant strict
punitive measures.

The nights are rather harsh at Tungnath even during

summer. So carry proper woolen wear.

Rains are a common occurrence in all seasons, so carry a
mackintosh.

During daytime, the valleys may be sizzling hot with a
nearer sun searing you. Have sunglasses and caps.

(The writer is a freelance journalist with varied interests, reachable at
ratnaub@gmail.com)
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Prithvi missile successfully test-fired

BALASORE(Orissa):) India on Friday successfully test-
fired its 150-250 km range surface-to-surface Prithvi
missile, which can carry a pay load of 1000 kg
explosives, from the integrated test range at Chandipur.

"The Prithvi missile was test-fired as part of a user's
trial by the Indian Army and the test was successful,"
defence sources said.

The 8.56 metre-long and one metre thick Prithvi missile
can carry a pay load of 1000 kg explosives. The
indigenously built missile, developed by the Defence
Research Development Organisation (DRDO), has
already been inducted in the Army, they said.

"Mounted on a mobile tatra transporter-erector
launcher, the sophisticated missile took off vertically at
about 1030 hours (local time) and plunged into the pre-
designated splash-down point in the Bay of Bengal," the
sources said.

Powered by liquid propellant, Prithvi can operate with
both liquid as well as solid fuel. All parameters of the
missile are now being analysed after the successful test
fire," said the sources.

Friday's test was conducted jointly by DRDO and the
special missile regiment raised by the Army.
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Agni-lll missile 'ready for induction’

BALASORE: India successfully test-fired its 3000 km
range surface-to-surface nuclear capable Agni-lll missile
for the second time.

The all solid fuel missile took off from Wheelers Island
off Orissa coast at 09:56 hrs and achieved its full range
and accuracy by reaching its pre-designated target in
800 seconds.

"The missile is now ready for induction,” jubilant DRDO
scientists told reporters after the missile achieved its
target in a copy-book style.

With this second successful test-firing, India now joins a
select group of nations having intermediate range
ballistic missiles (IRBMs) with ranges upto 3000 kms.

It was a sort of golden jubilee gift of the DRDO to the
nation as the organisation is about to launch from
Monday celebrations to commemorate 50 years of its
existence. The success of Agni-lll paves the way for
India to build its truly intercontinental range missiles
Agni-lIV with a range of 5000 kms in the near future.

A miniaturised submarine-launched version of the Agni-
Il called Agni-lll SL is also being developed and could
be test-fired shortly.

Unlike Agni-l and Agni-ll, the Agni-lll missile has been
designed and optimised to carry lighter 200 KT thermo
nuclear pay-load weapons.
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The third stage booster being installed for the future
Agni range of missiles will give them capability of
hitting targets at longer distances fairly accurately.

"The missile reached the pre-designated target in a time
of 800 seconds, travelling through a peak height of 350
kms with a velocity of more than 4000 mts a second,"
Avinash Chander, Director of the Agni Project, told
reporters here.

He said, "All the sub-systems of the missile functioned
in a copy book manner giving an outstanding integrated
performance of the missile in terms of range and
accuracy.”

For the first time, the missile scientists flight-tested high
performance indigenous Ring Laser Gyro based
navigation system in the Agni range of missiles. So far
the DRDO has been using Strap-dowm Inertial
Navigation Systems.

With the revival of the Indo-Russian GLONASS project,
which will be in orbit by 2010, Indian missiles are
expected to have more precision.

Two Indian naval warships positioned near the target
location, South of Equator, confirmed the impact of the
missile. This was the third test-flight of the missile.
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Cover Story

The Great Pandava - DHARMARA]
YUDHISHTHIR

Yudhishthir was the eldest son of Kunti and Pandu from the
great Chandra (Moon) Vansh Dynasty, also known as ‘Kuru’
Vansh. Yudhishthir means one who remains firm in the
battle field. He was also called as Dharamraj, as he was full
of truth and righteousness. Actually all the five Pandava
brothers - Yuddhishthir, Bheem, Arjun, Nakul and Sahadev -
were full of divine virtues and skills.

All the Pandava brothers and their 100 cousins, the Kauravas
went to the gurukul for their studies. At the gurukul, their
teacher was Guru Dronacharya. He trained all the Panadavas
and Kauravas in all subjects, including warfare.

Once Guru Dronacharya gave a homework to all the
Pandavas and Kauravas, telling them to write 100 times, “I
will always speak the truth”. Next day all the pupils showed
their homework to the Guru, except Yudhishthir.
Dronacharya asked Yudhishthir why he couldn’t complete
his homework. Yudhishthir replied that it was very difficult.
The Guru was surprised, and told him that it was not at all
difficult, asking him to complete it the next day.

However, the next day too, Yudhishthir failed to do this
homework; his Guru gave him one more chance. When on
the third day, Yudhishthir still could not complete his
homework, he was punished, and likewise each following
day that he failed to write “I will always speak the truth” 100




times, he kept on getting punished for it. Finally, after a long
time, Yudhishthir completed his homework and showed it to
his Guru. Then, Guru Dronacharya asked him why it took
him such a long time to complete such a simple homework.
Yudhishthir replied to him that it was very easy to write
hundreds or even millions of times that one will always speak
the truth, but he wouldn’t write anything without being sure
that he could do it. Yudhishthir told his Guru that for many
days, he had tried to speak only the truth, and only when he
became completely confident that he would always do so,
always speak only the truth at all times, could he actually put
it down this in writing.

Dronacharya was very pleased with Yudhishthir’s reply and
blessed him to always speak the truth in his life. This reflects
Yudhishthir’s character and temperament. By simply writing,
one cannot speak truth, one must practice the same in one’s
life otherwise it has no meaning. Yudhishthir not only spoke
the truth throughout his life but always followed the path of
‘Satya’ i.e. truth, righteousness and justice.

Yudhishthir was the best in spear fighting, and no one could
defeat him in it. Yudhishthir was also a very learned person
and a great administrator. After completing his education in

the gurukul, he returned to his kingdom, Hastinapur
(present-day Meerut city in Bharat). Being the eldest Kuru
prince, he was elected as Yuvraj i.e. Crown Prince. However,
Duryodhan, the eldest Kaurav and his wicked uncle, Shakuni
objected to it and demanded that Yudhishthir undergo a test
to prove his credentials.




Four criminals were brought to court. They had murdered
one man. Yudhishthir was asked to make justice. During the
trial, Yudhishthir asked about the background of these 4
murderers. One murderer was an illiterate labourer, the
second a businessman, the third a policeman and the last was
a learned Brahmin. After examining the whole case
thoroughly, Yudhishthir gave his judgement. Although the
four of them had collectively committed a crime, and
superficially seemed equally guilty, Yudhishthir gave a much
lesser and lenient sentence to the labourer as he was illiterate
and therefore not as aware of the degree, nature or the ethics
of the crime and sin that he had committed. He pronounced a
far higher sentence for the businessman, and the death
sentence to the policeman, because the policeman’s job was to
protect people, not to kill them. For the Brahmin, who was
the most learned from the four, and who knew very well that

killing someone was sinful and extremely immoral and yet

committed such a heinous crime, the act was completely
unforgivable. A Brahmin represented knowledge and
intelligence in society, and always stood for upholding
religious and moral values, therefore it was against the law to
pass the death sentence on a Brahmin. Knowing this,
Yudhishthir left the Brahmin’s fate to the Chief Justice of
Hastinapur to decide what kind of harsh sentence should be
given to him. Everyone in Hastinapur was pleased with
Yudhishthir’s justice and thereafter, Yudhishthir became
renowned for his justice just like ‘Dharamraj’, the God of
Truth and Justice.

Yudhishthir continued speaking the truth, practicing fair play
and following justice throughout his life. But his cousin,
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Duryodhan time and again cheated and deceived the
Pandavas. Yudhishthir never lost his cool and remained
steadfast on the path of truth and Dharam ie. the
righteousness.

The only vice that Yudhishthir had was of gambling, and this
brought about his and his brothers” near-about ruin. This was
shown in the game of ‘Chauser’ i.e. modern day Ludo, but
played in a gambling form, in which Duryodhan and Shakuni
kept on cheating and Yudhishthir lost not only all his wealth
and kingdom, but also his brothers, himself and finally his
wife Draupadi. Consequently, Yudhishthir along with his
four brothers and wife Draupadi had to go to Vanvaas i.e.
exile for 12 years plus 1 year in ‘Agyatvaas’ i.e. hiding in
which the identities of the five Pandavas and Draupadi were
not to be revealed. If they were identified by anyone, they
would have to repeat their exile term.

During their exile, once they were stranded in a forest and
became very thirsty. So Sahdev, the youngest of the five
Pandavas went in search of water. He found one pond and
tried to take water from the pond. He heard one voice
warning him not to drink the water without answering his
questions otherwise he would die. But Sahdev did not heed
to the warning, drank the water and died. When Sahdev did
not return back, Yudhishthir sent Nakul and Nakul too
received the same fate. After which, Arjun and Bheem went
and the same incident occurred - the voice by the mysterious
voice warning them not to touch the water without answering
the questions, neither Arjun or Bheem paying any attention to
it, and their instantaneous deaths. Finally, Yudhishthir
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becoming very concerned of what was going on, himself
went, and was shocked to see the deaths of his brothers.
Then, he too heard the same warning.

Yudhishthir first of all enquired who this powerful person
was, who could have caused the deaths of his powerful
brothers. Then a Yakshya appeared in front of him and told
him that he had warned his brothers not to drink the water
until they had answered his questions but they had not
listened and died. Now, if he (Yudhishthir) too drank the
water without answering his questions, he too would die.
Yudhishthir agreed to reply the Yakshya’s questions. The
Yakshya asked Yudhishthir 64 questions. Yudhishthir replied
all of them correctly. Some of the most interesting questions
asked, and Yudhishthir’s replies were like this,

Q. What moves faster than the wind?
A. Mind moves faster than the wind.

Q. Who is the friend granted by the gods to man?
A. The wife is the friend bestowed to man by the gods

Q
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

. Which is the most valuable of all possession?
Knowledge.

Which is the best of all gains?
Health.

Which is the best of all kinds of happiness?
Contentment.

Which enemy is invisible?
Anger
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Q. What is the greatest wonder in the world?

A. Everyone born in this earth will eventually die. Yet every
person thinks that he / she will not die, that is the
greatest wonder in the world.

The yakshya was very pleased with Yudhishthir’s answers so
he told Yudhishthir that he could make just one of his
brothers alive, so who would Yudhishthir choose, the mighty
Bheem or the great archer Arjun? Yudhishthir replied that he
would choose neither Bheem nor Arjun. Instead, he asked the
yakshya to make Nakul alive. The yakshya was very
surprised, and asked him, why Nakul? Yudhishthir replied
that since he was the oldest son of his mother (Kunti), so too
he felt a great responsibility to ensure that Nakul, the eldest
son of his stepmother (Madri) would be alive also. The
yakshya was very pleased at Yudhishthir’s justness therefore,
he made the rest of all the Pandav brothers alive. This
incident proves that Yudhishthir was not just wise and
intelligent but also just and fair too. Also, all battles cannot be
won by might of weapon only, sometimes, the brain plays the
most important part.

Before the start of the Mahabharat war, Yudhishthir set a new

example. He made one last plea to either sides to change
their loyalty if they felt that they were not fighting on the
right side. No one left from the Pandava army but from the
opposite side, one of the step-brothers of the Kauravas,
named Yuyutsu went over to the Pandavas side.

During the Mahabharat war, Yudhishthir was drawn into a
plot to kill Dronacharya. Dronacharya had announced that if
he knew that his son. Ashwathama was dead, then he would
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not fight. So Bheem killed one elephant named Ashwathama
and Lord Krishna told Yudhishthir to go and tell
Dronacharya that Ashwatthama was dead. Reluctantly,
Yudhishthir told Dronacharya that Ashwathama was killed,
but that he did not know whether it was an elephant or his
son. Dronacharya could only hear “Ashwathama is dead”
because while Yudhishthir was explaining the rest of the
words, Krishna played loud drums so that Dronacharya
could not hear any further, and immediately laid down his
weapons, thereby getting killed.

After the Mahabharat war, Yudhishthir performed a
Rajasooya Yagya. Rajyasooya Yagya is considered as the
greatest among all Yagyas, that means sacrifices. Yudhishthir
ruled Hastinapur very well, just like Raja Ramchandra.
Finally, he made Arjun’s grandson Parikshit as the king and
thereafter, all the five Pandavas and Draupadi took sannyas
(retirement) and headed to the Himalayas

Yudhishthir was one the greatest kings of Bharat. He
suffered a lot of agony, sorrow, and indignity in his life but

remained steadfast on the path of truth and justice.

In the entire history of Bharat, the two persons which come to
one’s immediate mind for always speaking the truth, are Raja
Harishchandra, the ancestor of Lord Ram, and Yudhishthir.

Truly, Yudhishthir’s exemplary deeds are a great inspiration
for the whole mankind.




Quotes on INDIA

Victor Cousin,

French Philosopher

(1792-1867):

"When we read the poetical and philosophical monuments of the
East - above all, those of India, which are beginning to spread in
Europe - we discover there many a truth, and truths so
profound, and which make such a contrast with the meanness of
the results at which European genius has sometimes stopped,
that we are constrained to bend the knee before the philosophy of
the East, and to see in this cradle of the human race the native
land of the highest philosophy.”

Dr. Arnold Joseph Toynbee,

British Historian

(1889-1975):

"It is already becoming clear that a chapter which had a Western
beginning will have to have an Indian ending, if it is not to end
in the self-destruction of the human race.

At this supremely dangerous moment in human history, the only
way of salvation for mankind is the Indian way."

Henry David Thoreau,

American Philosopher

(1817-1862):

“...In the morning I bathe my intellect in the stupendous and
cosmological philosophy of the Bhagavad-Gita in comparison
with which our modern world and its literature seem puny and
trivial."

“...Whenever I have read any part of the Vedas, I have felt that
some unearthly and unknown light illuminated me. In the great
teaching of the Vedas, there is no touch of the sectarianism. It is
of ages, climes, and nationalities and is the royal road for the
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attainment of the Great Knowledge. When I am at it, I feel that I
am under the spangled heavens of a summer night.”

George Harrison,

Beatles

(1943 - 2001):

"For every human there is a quest to find the answer to why I am
here, who am I, where did I come from, where am I going. For
me that became the most important thing in my life. Everything
else is secondary."

"Here everybody is vibrating on a material level, which is
nowhere. QOwver there [India], they have this great feeling of
something else that's just spiritual going on. “

Albert Einstein

(1879 -1955):

“When I read the Bhagavad-Gita and reflect about how God
created this universe everything else seems so superfluous.”

"We owe a lot to the Indians, who taught us how to count,
without which no worthwhile scientific discovery could have
been made.”

Lin Yutang,

Chinese writer,

(1895-1976):

“India was China’s teacher in religion and imaginative
literature, and world’s teacher in Trigonometry, quadratic
equations, grammar, phonetics, Arabian Nights, animal fables,
chess as well as in philosophy, and she inspired Boccasccio,
Goethe, Schopenhauer and Emerson."

Dalai Lama,
(b-1935):
“Hindus and Buddhists, we are two sons of the same mother."
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Voltaire

Author and Philosopher,

(1694-1778):

"It does not behove us, who were only savages and barbarians
when these Indian and Chinese peoples were civilized and
learned, to dispute their antiquity."

Aldous Huxley,

English novelist

(1894-1963):

“The (Bhagavad) Gita is one of the clearest and most
comprehensive summaries of the perennial philosophy ever to
have been done. Hence its enduring value, not only for the
Indians, but also for all mankind. It is perhaps the most
systematic spiritual statement of the perennial philosophy. “

Friedrich Mejer :

“It will no longer remain to be doubted that the priests of EQypt
and the sages of Greece have drawn directly from the original
well of India, that it is to the banks of the Ganges and the Indus
that our hearts feel drawn as [if] by some hidden urge.”

Rudyard Kipling

(1865-1936):

“Now it is not good for the Christian's health to hustle the
Hindu brown. For the Christian riles and the Hindu smiles and
weareth the Christian down ; And the end of the fight is a
tombstone while with the name of the late deceased and the
epitaph drear , “A fool lies here who tried to hustle the east” ".
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F9 & e § IRE @RI g 0| WEHash & 99 A 3% °99

T hIT o7 T

FeTR § 3 fosafoemea wt o 2temer & g& Wesd o=
T, GUfd o UH TEI T HEA H OISR & | A-
EATH | 3! Bid 9% A TH TG foF T SRR MY *
forfet # & 39! ARt Sieat dta gt €1

aRE I BRI SSEROT €| gar Wil & § seRd
STk S TR & I aehl @l UST 20-%R HE I AR
el % ool % S @Y B W 3l Afkadl TR
fafid e & 79 & o1 W IW & 31 e | FE
% QIHEAR TSR S I o7edft 4 v & €, o 319
vHeR, faarR I & miear a1 Ten-3TRm % ardeRer § Tel
fodra, ST STiad | o 99 &l Sifq SN & | 1. §Sar uY
J 3% Sled & off GRYT S 5 ¥ 1 w2 v @ Sied §
TE T &, d off gidedt g & o i dte. e
IR WA FAR ¥ Her T @Y =F | |9 9 )
HF G IE? S, A gl s ° U @Edas 99
% SME.2. e & Wage® § | a.ud. ARy Sl W
TTHRICH & T FEFR ¢ d THA. FAR T@Ee U
I o TE FEHRT| TR | acde AGYH... F
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@R Fafid T[S T & 3% S adl 8 | 3 6}y
Y TH 34 TA F Jahl T a1 IO A e, Hem o
ST & | I B WER Ueh ATd-@ddadh & AT, YR Al
% IF B P A FEht @ § R § U We-Ag g
I AT GUF FAET |

AT ¥ oo TR 3R He® o 7.2t e & e
Y @RISR 7 ORI e Sd | O’ i
I TG ST & | GO WEfTehl 3R Jee Sia § rRd
AT Th I ST-FEN ¥ [ Hiloleh FaTell T hisd i
T TF IS T & ¥ 52, e | e SR iR TE
TS FEd &~ ST fashtad 39 7 Y& R, SO o
% o0 | AAfhT RS o ST o AT 3 37 AER0T
AT o ARAFRIOT & S IR H o5l f§97 § | F 99
3R B, YR & a1 GOR H YRA H TR & & §
T FRX 39, IW T WYEHT 379 AT % I I 3@ o
wEl

TH M2 oM % URW i O oy g1 aieor
el Telt o TH I WRETT FHRAYST & T Hecaqol
YR IMET & YUl dF W off 3R ueT! fovrsey o
YA ST g WEHEHR %k GF h Hhe M H T R
£, 3 uaifea g8 df 9w oRftla froe & o @
eIy SHTETEUE &1 AT A o U off @RiEas 7 @ik
Terret & foTu | STef @l SImEreti W A el Il o &9
H ®F-TIM R YIT I[& gU @ (el wure vmanstt & ot
W ¥ HE H Hequl 8 AT W9 ImEl H S -
T ST W I AW Sl Fglen o1 I U e | 3% o
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3 I Fed [GEE USd &-gE SIUeX -1 S
Al 9| 3 AT W ST Wel off €1 39 AU SR H SieA-
B R UE T W 39 ewe ¥ @Edesst 4 udig ot
T, T IMErett &1 el o 997 R § el Y A ¢ e
T W FEee & -l & @9e 9 e 9o El
1T Ot O gar o o1o giaem ¥ O o €1 9k 9m
F el gt § gE T § 9oy & Uigt % ol stenT-
3TTT FHIASHAT-aN el TTAT 3T UTITRT0T SIS & @ € |

TN o folT wEdes @ @ |

=T TRl H ¥ 3T € ‘e 2. e | fooelt § . mEg %
Uk a9 & 3=Td dod aTel 39 M H T o U
A AW ¥ oME.3N. foe Wu l Wrates wRET T &
T Y WET ¥ AT G A o § 6 3He 9% g

TRl ¥ S8 w@Eddas e oid & oAt var @l ¢
AW T ¥ WE N Kool H KA T B AL oM *
T wo T FHIEFATST ht HREITMCT TN g2 af fKare
el foh T O YEUR S AR I WY st §
S[e AT ot wiher €1 gk 3 foem g v @ S
WEgaHR 4 IE Y Wi A o e gan wfea
FHAM H THH TEET I 3T & % HaARd wRHaen
T fewm o™ wWER ==l 3R H@9 & AW H I,
AR, 3 HE 1 IMH I, 9 F A 6, T A ==
T, W W@ SR R &1 3T dosh W, TH USRS
% FHAHAT B T, WER FS Yok TR HioH 3R
IRR 1 FAET| GHMT T o a8 3T 6 FHEHT H
g o e H 90T o arel @Eaes SuH-ST BRI
1 3R TG & M|
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e 2o § e ATl e Biar & el uIfeTsh |
T foTe g Wrersh & & 0 o W@l ot ToAT Eldl § |
T 'WE U oM W HEedl o 9ol hiold A
A T AYug o7 S HrEenenst ¥ e od €1 e
Hitear &l ohrar & oF 99 &1 X W@ & G Wt &
ToRIo=l 1 S[eTe | ST SR &H el feoclt @bl ShrIee
| ORI O § g9 93 of ST 9 Sl JEAT Fd g
AT % & AR S G e SUA TS S
T gaTet @ Tohar- 7ot feadn ARt A §T U FE *
foTT &7 &I &M 30 &7 SW Al 34 TR et TR A
e foh 89 TR FHN & KT & af Al 7 Famn foh gat
feTt &0 & O df ot ot gart fadr w3t el =
FeT fF &7 310 el T X | & o ifa F Fer iR
TAIST-3 & WA GANG €, A% 86 G & 7@l &t af
HT FOM| o T7 & 9% TF Gih 1 TR ohell- 89
TUTST T HTH THCT FA & FAITh g BT € 1 i ST
7 3 3R TR 3 gU Fel o6 ‘W fow afg & $
o fordr & fow e, I 9 O 91 2 §HS A R, o
TS F E T 9 W, G % 9fq A 3R e um
TEd gU A &9 GANT T Y Hd & O I8 ISl 1 GIh
T IR Fer- w Then widSh, wa G, eree, Adh
IS AT ARART {deteh I, ST asar &l afefedt g,
foReml Bl 31T ol UIGT ST off =&l, ST T 381 & o]
FT IR0 & fF & WaT 39 % ATRE €1 3= w6
@ & A A & STAHA W g1 Wias € il 39
WE-IAT 7 1 HH ACERT Fal &1 g6 @ & &
GR-IHT 37 det SR B GGl €1 @ & ST i
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O A ST §, 39 geT Tel a9 IA1 &, WA a7 oettad
AT €, THCT T 61 fed =@ ot a1 FHHroT SR S
T H I ¥ 1 3= Fel [ gH g H 9RA 1 MRE
G &, 39 o0 304 TS o, JaT a1 o U9A1 ol GHHT
€, 3R WHMEE FAT ¢ | AR FAR Al 6 grgadt 9
TR Tled AT o 37 I9 ¢ Wehdl & df &H I el ?
g AR 9 & M o SH & ot WA T L

ool § eME.2Y. Mom & daeH &l MosRt /g - st &
UG T @E UM | WA SR €| SHE e 3
% fofr g 3= gas foemer 3fiX wEr of 5 €1 W W
O IS T We w1 St & | femer et @ A
HTAH ¥ A &1 Th TGO HUA § FRERA § | Sel®

I o | A feedt § g 2l et 1 e et

T € R ER-UR TR TG S o ¢ Sl ST S
T SESH % T ol § g2 8 ¥ 5 A-RE
TRIGEh! 1 T TTE ThAloT &t wo | gan o ooy
Roo § ST Fganew A fewdn feran| U, €9 % WHHdae
St Oied Ta 9rad off WRgash & 39 UHAHIOT § IMHe
TC & IAHT ANGYA U 321, @adaehi H ST 3cde
ST, 39 9% Jd 9 YR F gH &1 Koot § et
3TCTTT-3TCTT 3R TN W 37 .2 et oeT W) & | F@t & gon
Wil ¥ S gasl § off ‘9U%d U9 gedel AR’ @
TS I I9G S@ &1 & |
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KNOW YOUR HINDI

This is our twenty sixth article about Hindi language. In our
previous issues, we had mentioned that the so-called Hindi
language is not spoken and written at its entire purity by the
masses but is a mixture of mainly Farsi (Persian), Arabic and
Turkish words. In Hindi movies, over 80% dialogues spoken
use Farsi and Arabic words. In this issue, we continue the
series of listing 10 such foreign words very commonly used in
Hindi and have mentioned the apt Hindi word for it. It is
about time that we should make an attempt to speak and
write our national language as purely as possible.

WORD ORIGIN CORRECT MEANING IN
HINDI WORD ENGLISH

Hamesha Farsi Sada / Sadaiv Always
Khazana Farsi Kosh Treasure
Ganda Farsi Maila Dirty
Gadar Arabic Vidroh Revolt
Gaddaar Arabic Deshdrohi Traitor
Baghicha Farsi Vatika Garden
Chaman Farsi Vatika Garden
To Explain (To
Bayaan Farsi Varnan Give Statement)
Gawaah Farsi Saakhshi Witness
Gawahi Farsi Saakshya To Give Witness
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