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Vidyaa vivaadaaya dhanam madaaya shaktih pareshaam
paripeedanaaya |
Khalasya sadhorvipareetam etat jnaanaaya daanaaya cha
rakshanaaya | |

For the wicked, learning is for dry arguments, wealth is for
satisfying vanity, strength for harassing others, but in the case
of holy men these are for imparting knowledge, offering charity

and protecting others.
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The Holy City of Eklingji

Eklingji is located about twelve miles to the North of
Udaipur in Rajasthan. Eklingji (Shiva) whose temple is
located here, is said to be the guardian deity of the mighty
kingdom of Mewar.

This deity was regarded as the virtual ruler, by the
Maharajas of Mewar - who considered themselves to be
regents (Dewans) under Eklingji. Ekligji (Kailashpuri) is a
town situated in a beautiful valley and it attracts multitudes of
visitors throughout the year.

The existing structure is one built out of the ruins of a
previously destroyed structure and it dates back to the 15th
century CE. The architecture resembles that of the Jain
temples of Gujarat. Lord Shiva is worshipped here as a four
faced black marble image, the four faces representing
Brahma facing west, Vishnu facing North, Maheshwar facing
South and Surya (Sun) facing the east. The flat top of the
composite idol is covered with a Yantra, a mystic symbolic
drawing, standing for the ultimate reality. Shiva here is
worshipped as the Ultimate Reality, the supreme power, and
the wholesome one - Parabrahma.

This temple is said to have been founded by Acharya
Viswaroopa, a contemporary of Adi Shankaracharya and is
linked with the Sharada Math at Dwaraka, which also had
been founded by Adi Shankaracharya. The temple occupies
an area of about 2,500 sq. feet and is about 65 feet in height.
The temple area is fortified and a strong wall runs around it.
The main entrance to the temple on the Western side




welcomes visitors into a big hall resting on profusely carved
pillars. In this hall, is a silver image of Nandi. There are two
more Nandis in the temple, one made of black stone and the
other of brass.

Other deities housed in the temple complex include Parvati,
Ganesh, Ganga, Kartikeya , Yamuna and Saraswati. There
are also smaller temples dedicated to Amba Mata, Kalka
Mata and Ganesh in the temple complex. There is another
temple called Nathon Ka

Mandir in the temple complex with inscriptions dating back
to the 10th century CE. No worship is offered here.

There are two tanks situated on the Northern side of the
temple - Karz Kund and Tulsi Kund. Water from these tanks
is utilized for temple services. Temple services are
performed in a very elaborate manner in the traditional Vedic
as well as the Tantric styles - everyday beginning at 4 am in
the morning. Shivratri is an important religious event, when
the image of the deity is decked with jewellery.

The town of Eklingji is full of temples. There are about 70
temples in all. Mention must be made of the Sas-Bahu marble
temple, dating back to the 11th century. It is a fine specimen
of ancient art with sculptural details. The Adbhudji Jain
temple is of black marble and it dates back to the 15th
century CE. Other temples in Kailashpuri include those of
Pataleshwar Mahadeo, Arbada Mata, Rathasan Devi,
Vindhyavasini Devi.




SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY IN

ANCIENT INDIA
NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF INDIA

COINAGE IN ANCIENT INDIA

Numismatic evidence is a very important source for
reconstruction the course of history. From the available
literary evidence, it can be reasonably claimed that the
coinage in India originated at least a century before China
thought of it. In Panini’s Ashtadhyayi (8th Century B.C) we
have the earliest definite mention of stamped metallic
tenders. Interesting evidence is the illustration of coinage on
the Bharahut stupa (2nd Century B.C) and on the Maha Bodhi
Stupa at Bodh Gaya, of about 100 B.C.

In ancient times, metal was first melted in crucible and
purified with alkalis. It was then beaten into sheets on an
anvil, cut into pieces with clippers, which were finally
stamped with punches having symbols. Sometimes pellets
were made from the molten metal and flattened.

These ancient coins bear the stamps of one to five punches.
By reason of this manufacturing technique, these coins are
known as “Punch Marked” (Ahat) coins. The early Indian
coins were in circulation all over the country. Later, the
ancient Indian republics, the Janapads, Viz, Koshal,
Ayodhya, Audumbara, Yaudheya, Kausambi, Magadhi,
Panchal, Ujjain, Kulind, Kashi, Sibi, etc issued their own
coins,. In South India, the Satavahana dynasty issued coins
with the name of their ruler inscribed on them.

A new phase of Indian numismatic history began with the
invasions of Greeks, Kushans, and Sakas. They minted their




respective coinage which commanded a wide circulation in
North and Northwest India. Towards the beginning of the 4th
Century A.D, the Guptas rose to become a strong imperial
power whose coinage was very rich in qualitative contents.
After the 10t century A.D various dynasties of South India
like the Chalukyas, Pallavas, Pandyas and Kadambas issued
independent coinage.

With the rise of Muslim power various dynasties like the
Sultans of Delhi, Bengal, Gujarat, Malwas and the Mughal
emperors minted currencies which marked a departure from
iconography and script used during ancient times. Finally, the
coinage system underwent a major changed under the British
rule during which many princely States also issued their own
currencies.

PUNCH MARK COINS (10TH TO 2Nd CENTURY B.C.)

In his treatise on statecraft “ Arthashastra” Chankya refers in
detail to the paraphernalia used in the manufacture of coins.

The Punch marked coins of Ancient India were the earliest
currency system in the world. This series endured for a longer
period and over a wider extent than any other coinage in the
numismatic history of the world. However, coinage was
never classified a State subject but was issued by provincial
commercial Guilds ( Mahajan Shreni) under the sponsorship
of the respective State Republics ( Janapadas)

This explains why punch mark coins were never inscribed,

nor ever carried the name, insignia or the standard of the
King or Kingdom.
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Historians have by and large succeeded in establishing the
authorship of punch mark coins from the provenance and
configuration of symbols punched on them. Thus, in the
absence of any epigraphic evidence, it was possible to identify
the republics under whose sponsorship they were issued. The
Janapadas of Kashi, Mahoba, Gandhar, Avanti, Vatsa, Koshal,
Magadh, Kalinga, Andhra, Saurashstra, Panchal etc are some
of the ancient republics which promoted the minting of
punch mark coins by lending state support to Mahajan Shreni
for centuries to sustain the monetary system.

Punch mark coins were still in circulation three centuries after
they ceased to be minted, consequent upon the advent of the
inscribed system of coinage.

COINAGE OF THE GUPTA DYNASTY

Toward the beginning of the 4t Century A.D the Gupta’s rose
from a small principality in North India to ultimately preside
over a powerful and prosperous empire which lasted for
more than 2 centuries.

The Coinage of Gupta emperors was chiefly in Gold, though
Silver and Copper coins were also issued in province like
Saurashstra and Malwa. The essence of Gupta coinage is the
fact they are very thematic and depict many facets of Imperial
and social life. The Gupta coins bear Garuda headed Standard
( Garuda Dhavaj) which was the Royal Insignia of the Gupta
dynasty. The names of the Emperors were placed vertically
on the Cons whereas the Imperial title was placed on the
Periphery.

Emperors Chandra Gupta I , Kumar Gupta and Skand Gupta
issued King & Queen type coins, both Royal personages




standing face to face. On another type of coins of Samudra
Gupta, the king is shown seated on couch playing the Veena.
Royal interest in hunting and riding is vividly depicted on the
coins of Chandra Gupta II and Kumar Gupta wherein Horse

’

riding and Tiger Hunting are beautifully portrayed. The
Ashavamedh” motif on the coins of Samudra Gupta & Kumar
Gupta, the peacock riding God Kumar ( Kartikeya) the
Crocodile ( Makara) riding Ganga, the Lion riding Durga and
the Chakarapurush bestowing upon the King divine
endowments are all classical examples of the artistic
excellence of displayed throughout the science of
Numismatics.

COINAGE OF SOUTH INDIA

In the South Indian coins we find there is a revival of the
technique that was employed in the punch marked coins in
the pre Christian centuries/ the technique was re-introduced
after about a thousand years, first by the Kadambs who
inhabited Mysore and the Kanara regions towards the end of
the 10th and the beginning of the 11th century AD . On account
of the stamping technique these coins have been called
Padma-tanka. Among the Western Chalukyas, Jayasimha II (
1015-1043 A.D.) Somesvara I ( 1043-1063 A.D.), Somesvara II (
1068-1076 A.D.) and Vikaramaditya VI ( 1076-1126 A.D) had
issued punch marked gold coins. The Yadavas of Devgiri
also issued punch marked gold coins. Many Yadava rulers
issued gold coins inscribed with Sri, Shankha, Lotus, Lion
etc.

Ths Hosyasala Vishnuvardhana ( 1115-1159 A.D) and
Narasimha ( 1159-1171 A.D.) are also known to have issued
die struck gold coins. Uttama Chola was the first Chola ruler
who issued gold and silver coins with his name Uttama Chola
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in Nagari letters on one side. His successor Raja Raja I ( 985-
B 1016 A.D) stamped his gold and silver coins. Similar coins J|
|| were also issued by Rajendra Chola ( 1011-1043 A.D) under J|
] his own name Sri Rajendra as well as under the title J—
1] “Gangaikonda chola”. u

— 1 A new era was ushered in South Indian numismatics with the J-
] foundation of the Vijayanagar kingdom in 1336 A.D. Like J-
— | the earlier South Indian coinages, the coins of Vijayanagar are
—| mostly made in gold. =

-] KNOW YOUR HINDI u

m This is our fifteenth article about Hindi language. In our J[
— previous issues, we had mentioned that the so-called Hindi —
— language is not spoken and written at its entire purity by the —
- masses but is a mixture of mainly Farsi (Persian), Arabic and -
L Turkish words. In Hindi movies, over 80% dialogues spoken use ||
Farsi and Arabic words. In this issue, we continue the series of
listing 10 such foreign words very commonly used in Hindi and
have mentioned the apt Hindi word for it. It is about time that
we should make an attempt to speak and write our national
language as purely as possible

WORD ORIGIN CORRECT MEANING IN
B HINDI WORD ENGLISH B
Beemar Farsi Rog Sick
B Achaar Farsi Khatayi Pickle ||
B Sarkaar Farsi Shaasan Government B
= Khafa Arabic Tang Fed Up —
o Mareez Arabic Rogi Patient L
|| Khyaal Arabic Dhyan Mind / Attention L
Aam Arabic Sadharan Common
B Mazdoor Farsi Kshramak Worker B
B Sare-Aam Farsi Khula Openly B
= Marzi Arabic  lccha/Sweekriti Wwill —
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Reading Sanskrit Improves Brain Functioning
The MUM Review, 6.Feb. 2002, by Brynne Sissom

The physiological effects of reading Sanskrit are similar
to those experienced during the Transcendental
Meditation® technique, according to research recently
completed by Dr. Fred Travis, director of the
ERG/psychophysiology lab of Maharishi University of
Management in Fairfield, lowa, USA.

Dr. Travis asked his test subjects to read passages from
the Bhagavad-Gita in Sanskrit and in modern foreign
languages (Spanish, French, or German). In each case
they could pronounce the sounds but did not know the
meaning. He measured brain wave patterns (ERG), heart
and breath rate, and galvanic skin resistance during two
reading sessions and during a 15-minute session of the
Transcendental Meditation technique. He found that
while they read Sanskrit their physiology was similar to
those measured during the Transcendental Meditation
technique, but significantly different from reading a
modern language. Their skin resistance steadily
increased during reading Sanskrit and during practice of
the Transcendental Meditation technique (showing
greater stability in their physiology) but remained the
same during the reading of a modern language. Their
ERG alpha power and coherence during reading Sanskrit
were also similar to that during the practice of the
Transcendental Meditation technique, and both of these
were higher than when the subjects read a modern
language. Dr. Travis said that these findings support
Maharishi's predictions on the effects of reading
Sanskrit.
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Maharishi, in Vedic Knowledge for Everyone, predicted
that reading the Vedic Literature as it flows and
progresses in perfect sequential order has the effect of
regulating and balancing the functioning of the brain
physiology and training consciousness, the mind, to
always flow in perfect accordance with the evolutionary
direction of Natural Law.

Dr. Travis found the similarity of physiology during
reading Sanskrit and the Transcendental Meditation
technique is especially noteworthy because one reads
with his or her eyes open and engages in active
perceptual and cognitive processes, while the
Transcendental Meditation technique is done with one's
eyes closed and entails a reduction of mental activity.
This suggests that the state gained during the practice
of the Transcendental Meditation technique may be
integrated with active mental processes by reading
Sanskrit.

Dr. Travis said, "The Transcendental Meditation
technique takes the awareness to pure consciousness at
the source of thought. Seeing similar patterns of
physiology during reading Sanskrit as during the
Transcendental Meditation technique suggests that
reading Sanskrit enlivens pure consciousness at the
source of thought and integrates that state with reading
and speaking. In short, while practice of the
Transcendental Meditation technique locates pure
consciousness, leading to the state of Transcendental
Consciousness, reading Sanskrit integrates inner silence
with outer activity, helping to cultivate enlightenment."




Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh USA
Providing Refugee Relief

Despite its declared goal of working to unite Hindus of
all segments and groups together, HSS has always
followed Hinduism's most wonderful contrubution to
world culture "VASUDAIVA KUTUMBAKAM" - which
means "the whole world is one family”. Unlike many
Christian missionaries who work among the poor and
helpless, among those affected by natural calamities,
with the nefarious and ultimate aim of winning them
over for Christ, Hindus led by HSS and other Hindu
associtions are solely concerned for that person's
welfare and are uninterested in the victims race,
religion or nationality. Also, HSS is least concerned
about getting publicity or name for their efforts. As
this article shows, some of the HSS volunteers were
even regarded as part of the Red Cross. As far as the
HSS is concerned, the essential point is that the
victims must be helped in all genuine selfless ways -
taking credit is not important.

www.hssus.org

HOUSTON, TEXAS, September 5, 2005: The Houston
Chapter of Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh USA, Inc.
("HSS"), continues to work toward assisting evacuees
affected by Hurricane Katrina. With its citywide
presence, HSS has been able to offer support to
several shelters located away from the Astrodome.
HSS branches in Clear Lake, Pearland, and Katy have
contributed supplies and volunteers to shelters there.
Notably, four volunteer physicians in the Pearland
branch have had the opportunity to provide Katrina



http://www.hssus.org/

evacuees with medical care. Similarly, the Katy
branch has even suggested leading yoga classes for
the adults and play activities for the children. All
these branches will also be providing volunteers on a
recurring basis for the next several days. Additionally,
HSS branches in Baytown and Spring have collected
supplies to contribute to shelters in their communities
and will contribute volunteers as well as opportunities
become available. HSS has also contributed to the
Astrodome shelter as well, with both volunteers and
supplies. To this end, HSS made a significant donation
of 2,000 personal care kits, assembled with help of
over 20 volunteers. As long as evacuees will be
housed in area shelters, the Houston Chapter of HSS
will continue to provide support.

A second report from HSS reads, "San Antonio city
has housed more than 25,000 Kathrina Victims. On
September 3 and 4 our volunteers swung into action
to help the victims. All volunteers are registered as a
Red Cross volunteer, an official agency giving relief to
the victims. We have noticed acute medicines
shortages, food shortages and Dblanket/pillow
shortages during the first day. In, fact more than
3,000 victims could not be provided food in a timely
fashion. Food Incharge of Red Cross Peter requested
us to provide 500+ sandwiches on a emergency basis.
22 of our sewa volunteers (most of them are from
TCS software engineers) immediately came to our
help. In 3 hours we have procured all supplies, made
sandwiches (peanut butter and jelly, it appears from
the pictures) and delivered them to the Red Cross.
They were distributed in 20 minutes to the people
waiting in the line. TCS has agreed to give up to 10
volunteers a day in San Antonio for the sewa services
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to Kathrina victims. We were the only non-Americans
providing help in this relief camp and it was very
much appreciated by the local Red Cross. We are
mobilizing the local Indian doctors group with AAPI's
help to provide the continuous relief to these victims.
Dr. Vijay Koli, National President AAPI, Dr. Jayesh
Shah and Dr. Venkat Srinivasan are in the forefront in
giving these services. Dr. Malathi Koli has started the
counselling services to the victims. The whole Indian
community has been mobilized with the Hindu Temple
of San Antonio's help to give the relief to these
victims on a continuous basis for next few months."

HPI adds: Other reports include information that the
In dian Association of Mississippi is collecting funds
for the refugees, and that several Hindu temples have
held special prayer services for the victims and their
families. The BAPS temple in New Jersey is raising
funds.

Young Hindu activist shot dead in US

FOC

Akhil Chopra, a prominent Hindu activist was killed by an
unidentified robber on August 12 when he was meditating in
a Houston Park. He was 28. He is survived by his parents,
brother and his extended family in Ahmedabad, India. Akhil
was cremated on August 19 at Kankhal, near Haridwar in
India as per Vedic rites. Later his ashes were immersed in the
Ganga.

Akhil touched the lives of hundreds of Houstonians with his
cherubic smile, cheerful demeanour and ever-helpful
personality. With a caring, friendly nature, he always had the
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nicest, most positive things to say about everyone around
him at work and his neighborhood. It is no surprise that his
co-workers, friends and neighbors, both American and
Indian, loved and admired him for his amiable qualities and
dedication to all the projects he undertook.

Akhil Chopra was also actively involved with the Hindu
Students Council (HSC), Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, Indic
Culture And Traditions Seminars (ICATS), India Development
& Relief Fund, Swami Vivekananda Yoga Anushandhan
Sansthan (SVYASA Yoga), Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America
(VHPA) and several Hindu temples in the Houston area. He
read the Sunday news section on the Sanatan radio
programme.

A talented mediaperson, Akhil dedicated his life to spreading
goodwill and interfaith harmony. He was one of the key
media coordinators of the Global Dharma Conference 2003,
held in New Jersey. He was also taking the lead role in
organising the Houston Janmashtami festival this year. A very
spiritual and profound scholar for his age, he was also a
talented and dedicated yoga teacher.

Akhil Chopra came to Houston and joined Star Pipe Products
as a summer intern from Texas A&M in June 2002. Impressed
with his hard work and dedication, Star Pipe offered him a
full-time position. While working at Star Pipe, he completed
his MIS degree from the University of St. Thomas.

http://www.organiser.org
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HONG KONG SANGH NEWS

HSS CELEBRATES GURU PURNIMA AND
RAKSHA BANDHAN FESTIVALS

The literal meaning of GURU in Sanskrit is “the
person who leads us from darkness to light”. Guru
Purnima, also called as Vyas Purnima, is one of the
most celebrated Hindu festivals. On this day, Hindus
honour and remember their Gurus, without whom
they would not have been able to progress in their
spiritual path.

Like always, this year also HSS celebrated Guru
Purnima in the traditional way. In Sangh, the
Bhagwa Dhwaj (our saffron flag) is considered as our
Guru. We can see that Hindus of all denominations
throughout the ages, have always accepted the
Bhagwa Dhwaj as an important and powerful symbol
of our Vedic faith, of our country Bharat Mata. The
saffron flag flew atop Ram’s chariot when he fought
against Ravana. This same saffron flag also appears
atop Arjun’s chariot, of course with a picture of
Hanuman imprinted inside. Saffron is the color of
renunciation. Saffron is the color of the first sunrays.
For Hindus, saffron is the most auspicious color.

Our Sanghchalak (President), Shri GT Gulji, offered
the first obeisances to the Bhagwa Dhwaj, after
which everybody else followed. The total number of
persons who participated in this programme were 23.
Manojji was the master of ceremony, Niteshji
explained the significance of Guru Purnima while
Dipakji compliemented the programme with a geet.




Another annual festival that we in the HSS celebrate
is the Raksha Bandhan, which this time was
celebrated on 17tk August.. This time, the festival
was celebrated in a different way. Rather than there
being a speaker and an audience, the programme
was conducted in an informal manner. All the 37
persons who attended the function were invited by
Dipakji, who conducted the programme, to present
their ideas and viewpoints about this festival. The
response was very encouraging, and Shri Goelji,
Shekharji, Nirmalji, and others made many
interesting points. Our evergreen Shri M.S.Rajji, sang
beautiful devotional songs. Towards the end of the
programme, everyone tied rakhis on each others
wrists. The programme ended in the traditional way
with delicious preeti prasad.

India Was Once the Richest Country in the
World

According to economist Angus Maddison in The World
Economy: A Millennial Perspective, the region that today
comprises the Indian subcontinent held the largest share of
the world's gross domestic product until the beginning of the
sixteenth century, when it was rivaled by China, and then
again throughout most of the eighteenth century.

At the end of the sixteenth century, India's great wealth
sustained a population of more than one hundred million
people. In "India, the Silicon Jewel of the East " (Digital
Journal, May 13, 2004), Paul William Roberts states, "There
was an abundance of arable land, and the state of Indian
agriculture compared favorably with any of the Western
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European countries. Right down to the subsistence-oriented
peasant, everyone saw a good return on land and labor.
There was a large and vigorous skilled workforce turning out
not just cotton but luxury items for the barons, courts and
ruling classes. Consequently, the economy produced a
fabulous financial surplus.”

From the early eighteenth until the beginning of the
nineteenth century, when India enjoyed a 24.4 percent share
of the world's gross domestic product (see table, right),
economic historian Paul Bairoch confirms, the region enjoyed
a 25 percent share of the global trade in textiles. It was the
world's leading manufacturer of handicrafts and handloom
textiles. Bairoch writes, "More important, there was a large
commercialized sector with a highly sophisticated market and
credit structure, manned by a skilful and in many instances
very wealthy commercial class." Paul William Roberts adds,
"Methods of production and of industrial and commercial
organization could stand comparison with those in vogue in
any other part of the world. India had developed an
indigenous banking system. Merchant capital had emerged
with an elaborate network of agents, brokers and middlemen.
Its bills of exchange were honored in all the major cities of
Asia."

Maddison studied numerous sources and derived historical
world gross domestic product (GDP) totals by assembling
evidence on changes in population, retaining the 1990
international dollar as the temporal and spatial anchor in the
estimation of movements in GDP and per capita GDP, and
filling holes in the evidence with proxy estimates.
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Cover Story

KELADI CHENNAMMA

In our cover story of the last issue, we had discussed
how successive Indian Governments have continued to
ignore important personalities from the pages of our
history. The entire thrust on medieval India has been
on what the Delhi Sultans did, what the Mughals did.
That is how the Muslim rulers from Central Asia
occupied our great country. History in India, especially
the medieval period, is being taught from the viewpoint
of the Muslim conqueror. And what about those who
fought against these invaders, and in many cases kept
away these foreigners. Most Indians are not aware of
them. Here and there, we have heard of Shivaji, but
what about Peshwa Baji Rao (on whose life we had
covered in our last issue), Lachit Barphukhan of Assam
or Keladi Chennamma, on whom we will cover in this
issue

Keladi was a kingdom in the Malnad area of Karnataka.
The first king of Keladi was Chowdappa Nayaka who
came to the throne in 1500. He was considered a great
hero. In about 1645, the able king, Shivappa Nayaka
came to the throne. During his reign, many reforms
were effected in Keladi. This king became famous as a
great ruler because of his far reaching administrative
reforms. Government and collection of taxes were so
systematized that he came to be called “Shistina
Shivappa Nayaka” (shistu, meaning discipline and
order, and it is also known as a kind of local tax).

His younger son, Somashekhara Nayaka became the
king in 1664. At that time, the kingdom of Keladi
stretched along the entire seacoast from Goa to the
Malabar (in Kerala). Somashekhara was a very efficient
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king. With a good figure, power and wealth, he also had
good qualities. He was also religious minded.

The king once went to the Rameshwara Fair. There he
saw a very pretty girl, Chennamma, the daughter of
Siddappa Shetty of Kotepura. She attracted the king’s
attention and he fell in love with her. He summoned his
chief minister and told him that if he had to marry, he
would only marry Chennamma.

The minister was shocked. He said that it had been the
custom of the kings of Keladi to only marry with
princesses of royal blood, and Chennamma was a
commoner. However, the king insisted, saying that if he
had to marry, it would have to be Chennamma and
nobody else. So, the minister approached Siddappa
Shetty; Chennamma couldn’t contain her pleasant
surprise and delight. The wedding took place in the
capital city of Bidanur with great pomp and royal
splendour.

Chennamma fulfilled her role as the Queen with great
dignity and respect. She looked after her subjects of her
kingdom and the servants of the place with great love
as if they were her own children. She also gave her
husband valuable advise on important state matters.
In fact, the married life of Somashekhara Nayaka and
Queen Chennamma was like milk and honey put
together, it seemed a perfect marriage.

But alas, the most understanding and lovable husband,
just and mighty king, fell under the sway of a dancer —
Kalavathi. The king forgot himself completely in her
company; he squandered his wealth on her and
neglected his wife and kingdom for the sake of
Kalavathi, who lived with her evil foster father,
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Bharame Mavuta. Gradually, the king went and lived
with Kalavathi and Bharame Mavuta, who made the
king a puppet in their ambitious hands. Lots of efforts
were made by Chennamma and the ministers to bring
the king back to his senses, but Bharame Mavuta, who
was well versed in black magic and secret harmful
medicines, had a tight grip on him.

Hearing of the once great king’s weakness, the
neighbouring Sultan of Bijapur, thought that it was his
golden chance to attack Keladi and destroy it. Seeing
that the kingdom was falling in tatters, Chennamma
decided that there was only one way out for Keladi. She
herself would rule the land and also hold the sword.
Since she was childless, Chennamma also took the
necessary steps to adopt a boy, Basappa Nayak, as her
son so that Keladi would have its rightful heir.

So, much before Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi came to
scene, Chennamma’s hands, adorned by bangles, now
brandished the sword. The Bijapur Sultan heard of all
this, and decided to use treachery. He sent his envoy
Jannopant to call for “peace”. On the other hand, to
create confusion in the minds of the soldiers,
Jannopant also called on Bharame Mavuta and
succeeded in convincing him to murder the king, in
exchange for rewards.

Chennamma took the news of her husband’s murder in
great stride. As the ruler of the kingdom, she could not
even weep in public. She was filled with a burning
passion to revenge the death of her husband and also
to protect her kingdom. The Bijapur army besieged the
fort of the capital city of Bidanur kingdom. And the
henchmen of Bharame Mavuta gave all help to the
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Sultan. The Sultan’s army was very big and with the
help of such traitors, his army looked almost invisible.

Chennamma was advised by her ministers to retreat
from Bidanur, because there was no way that she could
prevail over the enemy. The time was not ripe, and it
was much better to save the day for a bigger fight later.
It was important to move one step backward, in order to
fight two steps forward later. The throne of the
kingdom, the wealth of the royal treasury and all the
other valuables were moved to Bhuvanagiri.

The Sultan’s army pulled down the fort, but they
couldn’t find anything for the Keladi army had
strategically retreated for now. Now from Bhuvanagiri,
Chennamma with her able chief minister, Thimmanna
Nayaka and generals of the army, were making massive
preparations to gather a huge army. When they were
ready, they marched towards Bidanur. The Bijapur
army already alert to Chennamma’s plans, were already
marching towards Bhuvanagiri. In between, the two
armies met and clashed in the midst of a thick forest
and in a narrow pass. The Keladi Army made
mincemeat of the Sultan’s army - the Sultan’s army
was badly mauled and escaped to wherever they could.
Chennamma’s army entered Bidanur to a roaring
welcome. The people of Bidanur were overjoyed and
there were massive celebrations.

In 1671, Chennamma was officially crowned as Queen
and absolute ruler of Keladi at the fortress of
Bhuvanagiri. She honoured the chiefs and soldiers who
had stood by her through thick and thin. The Queen
brought peace and prosperity. She arranged for special
temple honours and worship with great pomp to the
deities of Rameshwara, Aghoreshwara and to Goddess
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Mookambika, whose grace she felt had warded off all
dangers. She offered diamond-studded crowns and
golden lamps to these deities. She gave gifts of lands to
Mutts and other religious instructions. She invited
scholars from all over to come and settle in her
kingdom, and had an entire street with houses on
either side formed for them.

The Queen also arrested Bharame Mavuta, the person
who was responsible for the death of her beloved
husband, and put him to death.

The neighbouring Mysore Army, seeing Keladi’s growing
stature, declared war on Chennamma. Some chieftains
under the control of Keladi also rebelled. But,
Chennamma defeated the Mysore army not once, but
twice. But Chennamma treated the captured soldiers of
the Mysore army with utmost respect. Mysore was also
a Hindu kingdom, and the magnanimity of Keladi won
the admiration of the Mysore king, Chikkadevaraya.
After this, the two kingdoms signed a treaty of
friendship.

Each day, after the Queen’s midday prayers and
worship, she would spend an hour giving alms to
monks, sannyasis, priests and the poor. It so happened
that one afternoon, four monks came upto the Queen.
Their behaviour did not show them to be like monks.
The leader among them came closer to the Queen and
said that actually they were not monks but were in
disguise. Surprised, the Queen asked who they were.
The leader answered that he was none other than
Rajaram, the son of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

The Queen was baffled. “Are you the son of the same
Chhatrapati  Shivaji, who saved Hinduism in
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Maharashtra”? When she got an affirmative answer, she
was very happy to be of service to the son of a person
who was admired by Hindus all over the country.

Rajaram told Chennamma everything, of how his
brother Sambhaji had been murdered by the evil
Mughal Aurangzeb. Rajaram had escaped, and the
Mughals were searching for him. Rajaram also added
how the other Hindu kings and chiefs that he had
approached, had refused to give him shelter, for fear of
incurring the wrath of Aurangzeb.

Chennamma was shocked and furious at all these
Hindu kings and chiefs. She couldn’t believe how these
kings could be so cowards and shameless as to not
even give shelter to the great son of Shivaji Maharaj,
who had fought for our Dharma and independence.

She stood up and said that it was her duty and
pleasure to give shelter and protection to Rajaram and
she did not care for any Aurangzeb or any other
barbarian. She had full faith in GOD that her kingdom
would be protected. She gave clear instructions to all
her ministers to treat Rajaram as a most honoured
guest and to be looked well after.

Many of her own ministers, including Thimmana
Nayaka, sounded a word of caution to Chennamma,
saying that they may not be able to face the huge and
powerful army of Aurangzeb, who were already camping
in Maharashtra and wouldn’t take long to reach Keladi.

But Chennamma stood firm. She said that the kings of
Keladi have always given shelter to anyone who sought
it. And this was not just anybody. This was the great
son of Shivaji, who did so much for Hinduism and our
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country. Her son, Basappa Nayaka supported his
mother to the hilt. And agreed that they will fight their
best and leave the rest to GOD, who will surely protect
them in this just cause. Rajaram was given shelter in
the impregnable Jinji fort.

Keladi immediately got ready in battle gear. Aurangzeb
sent his son, Azamath Ara with a huge army to invade
Keladi. The Queen was fully prepared for the war. The
brave soldiers of Keladi were ready and confidently
waiting to block the path of the Mughal army. The way
to Keladi lay through a thick jungle. And the rainy
season had set in.

The Mughal soldiers who were accustomed to the dry
climate of the North, found it extremely difficult to pass
through the forests in the heavy downpour of the
Malnad area. The Keladi Army, on the other hand, even
though much smaller in number, knew the terrain too
well. They took position in the thick jungle, and began
butchering the Mughal soldiers. Azamath Ara was
shocked. He who had defeated innumerable chieftains
and kings had to suffer a very humiliating defeat at the
hands of a woman. He had no choice but to bargain for
peace as his soldiers had no more motivation to proceed
further, seeing the might of the Keladi Army.

Chennamma agreed and released the Mughal soldiers
and accordingly, the Mughals accepted the might of
Keladi and promised not to touch it again.

Rajaram wrote a letter of gratitude to the Queen, “When
kings and rulers of bigger kingdoms refused to help me,
you bravely gave me shelter and helped to protect
Hinduism. I can never forget this bravery and
generosity of yours. May Goddess Bhavani give you all

SANDESH BHARATI Vol: VIII No. 3

To



happiness. I pray to GOD that your land may be a
home of happiness.”

After this, no enemy kingdom dared face the wrath of
Chennamma. She ruled the kingdom ably from 1671 to
1696. Her life was a life of fame and grandeur.

The name of Queen Chennamma is written in golden
letters in the history of India. We can see that she
imbibed many of Shivaji’s qualities. Her leadership
qualities played a major part in defeating the Bijapur
Sultans and the Mughal army, both of them far bigger
adversaries. If only medieval India had been blessed
with more people like the Maharana Sanga, the
Sisodiyas of Mewar, the Vijayanagar Empire, Shivaji
Maharaja, the Peshwas, the Ahoms, the Sikhs and
Chennamma, then perhaps the history of India would
have been different. These people overcame tremendous
odds to fight against the foreign invaders and ultimately
prevailed.
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COMPARISONS OF MUMBAI FLOODING AND
HURRICANE KATRINA

- Anonymous Indian in USA 48 hours after
Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans

| couldn't stop making this comparison..
Inches of rain in New Orleans due to hurricane Katrina... 18
Inches of rain in Mumbai (July 27th).... 37.1

Population of New Orleans... 484,674
Population of Mumbai..... 12,622,500

Deaths in New Orleans within 48 hours of Katrina...100
Deaths in Mumbai within 48hours of rain............ 37

Number of people to be evacuated in New Orleans...ENTIRE
CITY

Number of people evacuated in Mumbai................ 10,000
Cases of shooting and violence in New
Orleans....... COUNTLESS

Cases of shooting and violence in Mumbai............ NONE

Time taken for us army to reach New

Time taken for Indian army and navy to reach
Mumbai...12hours

Status 48 hours later in New Orleans...... still waiting for
relief, army and electricty Status

48 hours later in Mumbai........... Back on its feet and its
business as usual

USA.. . World's most developed nation
India....coovvviiiiniiine, JUST A DEVELOPING NATION..
SANDESH BHARATI Vol: VIII No. 3




Akhil Bharatiya Pracharak Pramukh Ma. H.V.Sheshadri ji passed
away today at 6.57 IST at Keshav Kripa Sangh karyalay Bangalore.

H.V. SESHADRI - A Profile

Hongasandra Venkataramaiah Sheshadri (born in Bangalore,
Karnataka, 1926) was a reputed thinker, writer and dedicated social
worker. He had a brilliant scholastic career, and secured top grade
through out. He completed the Master's degree (M. Sc) in chemistry
from Bangalore (then ' Mysore ") university with a gold medal.

He became the pracharak of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (full
time  worker) in 1946 and since  then had
been continuously traveling throughout the length and breadth of
the country to promote a plethora of social service activities and
nationalist causes, providing inspiration and guidance to a whole
generation of youth. Initially he was a pracharak at Bangalore and
later of the Mangalore zone during 1953-56. In 1960 he became the
prant (state) pracharak for Karnataka, and in 1980 became the
Kshetriya (south zone) pracharak to co-ordinate the Sangh activities
in the four southern states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. He rose to the position of Akhil Bharat Saha-
Sarkaryawah (All India Joint general Secretary) and subsequently
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became Sarkaryavah (All India General Secretary) in 1987. He
continued in that high office for 9 years and after that he was
working as Akhil Bharath Pracharak pramukh.

Having been constantly in touch with various segments of society
and equipped with a sensitive mind, he became a prolific writer and
contributed articles for several decades to ' Vikrama ' weekly, '
Utthana ' monthly, ' Organiser ' English weekly, 'Panchajanya '
Hindi weekly and periodicals in virtually all major languages. His
writings were highly popular and thousands of readers eagerly
awaited his articles. He developed a unique style of his own,
combining analytical skill and felicity of expression. He made name
as an orator too, and his lectures have always been a treat for
listeners.

He wrote numerous books including ' Yugavatara ' (on Shivaji), '
Amma Bagilu Tege ' (essays), 'Chintanaganga ', Tragic Story of
Partition'. ' Bhugilu' (on Emergency Struggle). His ' Torberalu ', a
collection of essays with social themes, won the Karnataka State
Sahitya Akademi Award in 1982. His other works include ' Bunch
of thoughts ' (speeches of Sri Guruji) and ' RSS-a vision in Action '.
He wrote hundres of articles on current social themes and authored
countless topical books and booklets. Many of his writings have
been translated into various other languages.

H.V. Seshadriji gave a major contribution in communicating
nationalist thoughts and the Sangh ideology to the masses.

As a special invitee he addressed the World Hindu Conference at
New York in 1984 and Hindu Sangama at Bradford (U.K.) in the
same year.

Though occupying the highest office in the Sangh, he led a simple,
austere life, being ever accessible to one and all, exemplifying the
ideal of ' simple living and high thinking ".
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-1 The states of BHARAT B

MANIPUR
] Area:- 22,327 sq.km Population:- 2,600,000 B
I State capital:- Imphal Main language:- Manipuri I

— Famous touristic places:- Shri Govindaji Temple, Bishnupur, Kaina —

THE FORMER PRINCELY STATE OF MANIPUR, LITERALLY MEANING
“THE LAND OF JEWELS”, IS LOCATED SOUTH OF NAGALAND AND
NORTH AND MIZORAM TO THE SOUTH. MUCH OF MANIPUR LIES
— ABOVE 2,000 METERS ABOVE SEA LEVEL, HOWEVER THE HEART OF =
THE POPULATED AREA IS A LOW LYING BASIN. IN ITS CENTRE IS THE
REEDY LOKTAK LAKE (THE LARGEST FRESHWATER LAKE IN NORTH
[ EAST BHARAT). THE FLAT BOTTOMED BASIN AND RIVER VALLEYS [
] THAT DRAIN INTO IT ARE EXTREMELY BEAUTIFUL. THERE ARE =
SEVERAL LARGE LAKES IN THE CENTRAL AREA WHERE THE RIVERS
DRAIN SOUTHWARDS. MANIPUR ALSO BOASTS OF BHARAT’S ONLY
m FLOATING WILDLIFE SANCTUARY, THE KEIBUL LAMJAO NATIONAL ]
- PARK. THE MOST IMPORTANT RESIDENT OF THIS SANCTUARY IS THE =
THAMIN, WHICH IS ALSO CALLED AS THE “SINGING DEER”. THE
MAJORITY POPULATION IN MANIPUR IS MADE UP OF THE MEITEIS,
W WHO ARE DEVOUT VAISHNAVITE HINDUS. THEY ARE BIG ]
- FOLLOWERS OF RADHA AND KRISHNA. THE BEAUTIFUL SHRI -
GOVINDAJI TEMPLE IN IMPHAL, DEDICATED TO LORD KRISHNA,
ADJOINS THE PALACE AND HAS TWO GOLDEN DOMES AND A LARGE
m RAISED HALL. 29KMS FROM IMPHAL IS THE TOWN OF KAINA, WHICH m
H IS ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH SHRI GOVINDAJI. THE ANCIENT MUSICAL H
FORMS OF THE VALLEY DWELLERS ARE CLOSELY CONNECTED TO
THE WORSHIP OF KRISHNA, EXPRESSED IN MANIPURI DANCING, ONE
m OF THE 5 CLASSICAL DANCES OF BHARAT. THE MANIPURIS ALSO m
L HAVE A GREAT REPUTATION FOR BEING GREAT WARRIORS, AND I
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— STILL PRACTISE THEIR SKILLS OF WRESTLING, SWORD FIGHTING AND =
MARTIAL ARTS. ALSO THE GAME OF POLO ORIGINATED IN MANIPUR,
AND CONTINUES TO BE POPULAR AMONG MANIPURIS EVEN TODAY.
THE NAME OF MANIPUR APPEARS IN THE MAHABHARAT, WHERE IT IS
] MENTIONED THAT ARJUN MARRIED A MANIPURI PRINCESS, AND =
THEIR UNION RESULTED IN A BRAVE AND NOBLE SON,
BABRUVAHAN, WHO LATER BECAME THE KING OF MANIPUR. THE
B MAHABHARAT SAYS THAT EVEN ARJUN HAD TO TASTE DEFEAT AT [
H THE HANDS OF BABRUVAHAN. =

| Children corner |-

/I CROSSWORD ]
' |l Answers to the Crossword published in our last issue are as | |
|} follows: B
' || Y DOWN |
B 1. NESOZOIC ]
m 2. RABINDRA NATH TAGORE m
= 3. DEVAVRAT -
o 4. NIMBOSTRATUS -
| 5. KERALA ||
| 6. GARUDA i
B »ACROSS B
m 1. THERMOMETER m
— 2. BANGALORE —
= 3. BRAHAMPUTRA L]
| 4. THANE |
| 5. INDIA GATE |
6. GUJRAT
B 7. VENUS B
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